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Thoughts of the President 

 

Dear colleagues and seniors, 

 

Seasons greetings and a very happy and prosperous 2019 for all the members.  

This is the first communication from me as a president and it brings a sense of great 

responsibility along with it. The IASO as usual is making tremendous progress in term of 

membership and the scientific content of our meeting, both of which are inextricably linked. 

We are in the process of linking up with the ESSO to conduct exams and have a partnership 

on the lines of SSO. The vexatious issue with the ASI seems to be getting sorted out and we 

will update you at the MidCon at Abu in March 2019. The preparations for the 3rd ICC 

hosted by us are in full swing and registrations in full flow. The IASO should strive to be the 

leadership society for all things oncology and to that end we have now put in new eased 

norms for all others practicing surgical oncology to be part of our family. We are sending 9 

youngsters to SSO for poster presentations and funding their travel. There are 2 upcoming 

meetings in Mt Abu hosted by Dr. Raval and the main meeting in Kolkata under the able 

tutelage of Dr. Arnab Gupta. Please inform your friends to become members and join us in 

both these conferences. 

 

Till then have a wonderful rocking year. 

 

Dr. Dhairyasheel Savant 

President, Indian Association of Surgical Oncology 

Secretary General 3rd Indian Cancer Congress 

 

 

 

 



 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

                                                               

Dear member of the Indian Association of Surgical Oncology, 

Warm greetings from the secretariat! 

I sincerely thank you all for electing or selecting me for this very prestigious post.  

Our new team under the dynamic leadership of Dr Dhairyasheel Savant has taken over and 

we hope to keep up to all your expectations. We will continue building the IASO with great 

zeal.  

This year we will be meeting in Mt Abu for the Midterm Conference and the NATCON in 

Kolkata. We will leave no stones unturned to make these meets successful. Both these 

websites are active and we welcome you all to join us there. 

One of our immediate tasks is to settle the ongoing clash of issues with the ASI. We hope to 

diplomatically solve the issue keeping all sensibilities in mind.  

We are pleased to inform you that the memberships are growing at a great pace and we 

have 70 new members since the new team took over.Our Association is being represented 

well in the SSO and I hope our 10 guys make our country proud. We are working on an ESSO 

fellowship and will try to have one soon. We also hope to get the Detroit Fellowship back to 

its popularity.  

India is a very heterogeneous country. On one side we have world class hospitals and 

doctors, but we also have a big population which doesn’t have access to tertiary healthcare. 

We need to address our own problems and solve them at various levels. Coming from a 

semi rural town, I hope to usher in hopes and encourage more small town surgical 

oncologists to get involved in the scientific activities of the IASO. That I think will be of great 

benefit to the people of India. 

I need your support and guidance during my tenure for my herculean job. I ask for 

forgiveness, for any errors I might commit, as the past secretaries have been flawless and 

exemplary. 

 



 

I am easily available to contact, on Phone/Whatsapp or Email. The best time to 

communicate with me is on weekdays from 7 pm to 11 pm. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Sharad Desai 

Hon Secretary, Indian Association of Surgical Oncology. 
Chief Surgeon and Director, Mahatma Gandhi Cancer Hospital, 
Managing Director, Shiv Cancer Institute Pvt Ltd, Miraj 
Miraj - 416410. Dt Sangli,  
Maharashtra. 
091 9372111007, drsharaddesai@gmail.com 
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IASO NATCON 2018 
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MOM OF GENERAL BODY MEETING IASO NATCON 2018 
LEELA RAJVI, TRIVANDRUM 5.30 PM 22TH SEPT 

1. Calling Meeting to Order : Dr Toprani, the secretary, called the meet to order 

2. Welcome address by the President : Dr Sanjay Kapoor welcomed all the delegate to the 

GBM . He complimented the wonderful work done by Dr Chandramohan and team in 

organising NATCON2018 . He recounted the achievements of the Association over past one 

year and complemented the entire EC of the IASO for the wholehearted support rendered. 

3. Election of EC members 

For the post of VP , Dr PK Das graciously withdrew his nomination in favour of Dr Toprani 

who was declared elected. 

For post of EC South Zone Dr M Ramesh withdrew his nomination in favour of Dr 

Ramakrishnan who was declared elected 

For post of EC West Zone and North Zone Dr Atul Somaya and Dr Naveen sanchety were 

declared elected un opposed. 

For post of EC East Zone, the President ,Dr Sanjay Kapoor nominated Dr P K Das for a period 

of One year 

For post of Secretary , Dr Sharad Desai was declared elected unopposed 

For post of Treasurer , Dr Chandramohan was declared elected unopposed 

For post of Ed Secretary , Dr Ashutosh Chauhan was declared elected unopposed 

Dr Shubham Jain was nominated to the EC as a special post of Website In charge 

The GBM approved all above appointments and motion was carried 

4. Previous Minutes of GBM at ICC 

The secretary informed the House that after much deliberation SSO has agreed to change 

the age of eligibility for SSO scholarship from 40 to 45. 

Secretary also informed that there were no takers for Ludhiana fellowship as yet. It would 

be offered to award paper winner in case somebody is working in or planning to work in 

Punjab 

Dr Rudra informed the House NEET format has changed to include 70% surgical oncology 

questions but more changes in offing wherein MS Surgery candidates will only be eligible for 

MCh Surg Oncology and no cross specialisation permitted 

5. MIDCON2019. 

Dr Jayesh Rawal made a presentation to the House. He informed the CME is planned on 2-3 

Mar 2019 at Humming Bird Resort, Mount Abu with 1 March being the pre-conference 

workshop. He made a detailed presentation of the scientific program. He offered special 

package if one was to register at NATCON 2018 itself where in double occupancy package of 



Rs 10000/- and single occupancy being 14000/-. Otherwise early bird till 31st December 

would be 12000 and 15000/- respectively which rise to 15000/- and 20000/- after that day. 

6. NATCON2019 

Dr Arnab Gupta gave a presentation about the preparation for NATCON2019. He informed 

the house about legacy of SGCRI, Thakurpur and recounted the experience garnered by 

IASO East Zone in past three NATCONs organised by them as well as the East Zonal CME 

which is a regular event now on annual basis. He informed the House that JW Marriot has 

been chosen the venue with the dates finalised as 20-22 Sep 2019. Pre conference 

workshop to include live surgical workshop scheduled at SGCRI on the 19th Sep. He unveiled 

an attractive early bird package to be availed before 31st October 2018 

Dr Arnab Gupta also presented a chq of Rs 30000/- to IASO from the east zonal CME 

7. MIDTERM 2020 

Secretary informed the House that two proposals were received for same . One from Dr 

Srivastava for Gwalior and another from Dr Narendra for Tirupati. Dr Narendra gave a small 

presenation about his bid while Dr Srivastava was absent from proceeding. The GB 

approved Tirupati as the venue for Midterm 2020. 

8. NATCON 2020 

Dr M Ramesh and Dr Rudra made individual presentations to support their bid to host 

NATCON 2020 at Madurai and Delhi respectively. A vote was elicited from GB as show of 

hands which went in favour of Madurai 47-36. The motion was passed to allot the said event 

to Madurai. However , the organisers again put up a option in front of GB to hold it at 

Madurai or Kodai kanal. It was decided in favour of Kodaikanal by show of hands. Delhi team 

raised a dissent note in regards to the irregular process adopted by the Madurai team but 

the President ruled in favour of Madurai team as it had garnered more votes. Thus 

NATCON2020 stands allotted to Kodaikanal 

9. Disassociation from ASI. 

The President recounted the entire genesis of this issue, the IASO plea to ASI and ASI’s 

negative response. He also mentioned that the decision to separate from ASI has been 

settled in previous GBMs. A mandate is sought in this GBM as to the modality of separation. 

Much animated discussion took place between those in favour and those against. The 

salient features of the discussion is as follows 

(a) IASO needs to separate from parent body so as to grow as independent body 

(b) IASO needs to fix it own criteria for eligibility for membership and needs to grow its 

membership. There was no consensus as to exact mechanism of how to go about this goal 

(c ) It will be a quiet withdrawal from all ASI activities. There will be no verbal or written 

communication from IASO side. In case ASI enquires, then it will be informed of the action 

taken. 



10. Treasurer Report Dr P K Das presented the audited report of account. He expressed his 

gratitude at the cooperation received by him from other EC members. He further 

summarized all that was accomplished during his term esp in respect of settling all the IT 

related queries. The balance sheet was passed by a voice vote 

11. IJSO Online Access- Dr Shubham made a live demonstration of how to access the IJSO 

online. His efforts were duly commended by the GB. 

12. Detroit Fellowship : Secretary informed the House that there has been no 

correspondence with Dr Donald Weaver of how to take the Fellowship forward. He 

informed the house that Dr Akash Agarwal, the last recipient is in some communication with 

Dr Donald’s office ti which he is not privy. Dr Subhash interjected here and informed the GB 

that while on visit to the US on unrelated business , he happened to meet Dr Donald . They 

had a conversation in which Dr Donald expressed surprise at the communication mismatch 

and that his Center is quite keen to carry on with the Scholarship . The secretary informed 

the house till such time there is more clarity on this issue, IASO will not select candidates for 

this award. The GB passed this motion. 

13 Grant to SSO: The secretary informed the House that there is a very positive response to 

the IASO-SSO scholarship program. The poster which have been put up by Indians in the 

International Section of SSO have been very much appreciated so much so that mention of 

same was made in Presidential address at SSO meet. The secretary further informed that 

the SSO has reduced the amount for their ICDE program from $5000 to $3000 , and that 

they have desired a reciprocal arrangement with IASO. Hence, it has been decided that IASO 

will provide $ 1500 to a candidate that SSO sends to India . Further we need to identify the 

Institutions who will volunteer to Host this. The GB approved the amount of grant. No 

decision made on participating Institutions 

14 Increase in IASO Membership Fees to Rs 5000/- to 8500/- The secretary informed the GB 

that EC has proposed to increase IASO membership as ibid wef 01 Nov 2018 

Dr Vijay Kumar inquired as to the need for increasing fees if the Association has surplus 

funds. Dr Dhairyu informed the honourable member that IASO is in talk with SSO where in 

members of IASO will automatically become corresponding members of the SSO. This would 

give IASO members online access to SSO Journal. However, such an arrangement would 

eventually warrant a licensing fees which has to be catered for . The GB passed the motion 

The President directed Dr Shubham Jain and Dr Ashutosh to prominently display in the 

Website and Newsletter respectively about the imminent increase in fees. 

15. Any other matter with permission of chair 

(a) Seating Protocol during Inaugural Ceremony Dr BKC MohanPrasad pointed out that there 

was no Chair on the dais for President Elect during the Inaugural Ceremony. Thereafter 

there was much deliberation amongst members about protocols . Some members 

expressed that they are not aware if any such protocols exist while others insisted they do. 

After much animated discussion it was concluded that Protocols do exist but they have been 

misplaced during some phase of handing over –taking over between office bearers. 



The President suggested that the Secretary talks to Dr Manoj Pandey , past Secretary 

because he has personal knowledge that the latter had maintained all records during his 

tenure. 

The President further directed the Ed Secy that minutes of all meets be meticulously 

maintained in a register and the register be maintained with the Secretary 

(b) Accreditation of Fellowships in Minimally Invasive Surgical Oncology Dr Rudra mentioned 

that IASO takes lead in accrediting Fellowships in Minimally Invasive Surgical Oncoloy. He 

gave example of the course in MASO recently started by Dr Sandeep Nayak at the Fortis , 

Bangalore. He pointed out that in absence of such a section there is very real danger that 

IASO may lose members to other societies dedicated to minimally invasive surgery. 

Moreover, the IASO can form a committee of senior member who can in turn assess the 

curriculum offered by such fellowships and standardise it. The GB was divided in its opinion. 

While some senior members were in favour of formation of such a certifying committee, 

others opined that only MCI is empowered to certify any Fellowship. The latter suggested 

instead of IASO certifying the said Fellowship, the same should be sought from local 

universities. There was no consensus on this issue 

(c) Inter- Institution Competitive Event with a Rolling Shield/Trophy Dr Shubham and Dr 

Ashutosh suggested that ,with aim of increasing active participation by MCh /DNB residents, 

IASO should start a new event within NATCON which will be an Inter-Institution Competitive 

Event with its own Rolling Shield and cash awards. The Secretary directed the honourable 

members that such a proposal should be discussed in EC first and hence to discuss the same 

in next EC meet. 

18. Vote of thanks : The President thanked all members of GB for their active participation . 

He concluded the meet with direction to the Honorary Secretary and Ed Secy , that they 

make active efforts to retrieve the lost minutes- of -meet and policy letters and document 

them .  

  



The  IASO Sectional program during ASICON Chennai 2018. 

  

29th Dec 2018, Hall C 

Program of IASO – 1130 -1400 hrs 

 1130 -1215 hrs – Gall Bladder Cancer 

Moderators:- Dr. Rudra Acharya, Gurgaon 

Panelists:- Dr. Anil Agarwal, New Delhi, Dr. Sanjeev Misra, Jodhpur, Dr. Kapoor V.K, 

Lucknow, Dr. Khandelwal C, Patna, Dr. Surya Kumar, Chennai, Dr. Chandramouleeswari, 

Chennai 

  

1215 – 1300 hrs – Salivary Gland Cancers 

Moderators:- Dr. Mudit Agrawal, New Delhi 

Panelists:- Dr. Sadasivam S, Coimbatore, Dr. Ashutosh Gupta, Raipur, Dr. Narendra Hulickal, 

Tirupati, Dr. Rajan Arora, New Delhi, Dr. Chandramouleeswari, Chennai 

  

1300-1345 hrs – Neck Dissection 

Moderators:- Dr. Arvind Krishnamurthy, Chennai 

Panelists:- Dr. Tushar Mishra, Bhubaneswar, Dr. Mani C.S, Chennai, Dr. Prasanth Penumadu, 

Pondicherry, Dr. Jadunath Burgahoin, Guwahati, Dr. Satish Srinivas, Chennai 

 

The last sessions was of master videos. We had young turks   Drs Abhinandan Hanji, 

Narendra Hulickal and Jagjit Pandey presenting videos of Neck Dissection, Platysma flap, and 

Submental flap respectively. The senior stalwart Dr Somashekhar presented the Video of 

sentinel node Biopsy. The videos were praised by the audience.The hall had a good 

audience comprising of senior and budding surgeons, who all keenly interacted with the 

faculties during the sessions. 

  



Minutes of EC meeting the ASICON 2018 IASO 

Venue – Hotel ITC Grand Chola, Chennai 

Date – 28th Dec 2018, 6-8 pm. 

1. Meeting called to order by Hon Secretary, Dr Sharad Desai 

2. Dr Dhairyasheel Savant, President IASO, welcomed all members 

3. Proposal to monetise Conference proceedings :Dr Satish Bhat presented his ideas 

and offer of 20:80 in favour of the IASO for monetising the conference proceedings. 

It has been accepted to begin with hosting  the keynote lectures for a fee of Rs 2000 

(Two thousand only) and then decide on further action based on the  experience. 

The next Conference will specifically inform the participants about airing  of their 

presentations on internet and will acquire a consent from them. 

4. Accounts - The Accounts of the IASO were discussed with Dr Chandramohan and Dr 

Das. Springer has been requested to waive off the hefty fees and the EC will review 

the MOU between Springer and IASO.  

5. Preparation for NATCON   It has been decided that a maximum of two or three 

meetings are required for finalization of the scientific programme of the next 

NATCON by the scientific committee. It was decided that the IASO pan card should 

not be used for conferences and a constitutional amendment to that effect be made 

in the next GBM.  

6. Website & membership. The website is to be reviewed and a change of Vendor to be 

done if the present providers are not prompt enough. It was decided to extend the 

membership fee discount till Jan 31st 2019, to help ensure more Surgical oncologists 

to enrol who are not ASI members. It was decided that all surgical disciplines who 

are qualified / practising or are keen in Oncology are eligible to be made full 

members of the association. 

7. Address/ registration issues. ... Dr Arnab Gupta was entrusted to consider the 

possibility of giving a room to be the permanent office space of IASO in Kolkata, 

preferably in the SGCCRI campus. He has promised to consider the request and 

inform the body accordingly. Dr Das is entrusted to track the Original Society deed if 

possible. Alternatively to trace it down from the Registrar of society, Varanasi. This is 

to be followed by updating with the authority of the amendments and change of the 

EC body. 

8. ASI rules.  Dr Toprani informed the EC that he had a talk with Dr Dilip Gode,President   

ASI, who suggested that the IASO can begin taking non ASI members whenever eligible 

with its own criteria instead of just breaking away from the Parent association. It was 

decided that the IASO makes its own rules regarding eligibility to be a member. The 

Secretary was asked to discuss with the Three person team authorised by the GB at 

NATCON2018, of Dr  Arun Chaturvedi, Dr KC Kothari and Dr VijayKumar to submit us 

the new eligibility criteria. In view of this new development, it was decided to maintain 

status quo at present and go ahead with fresh membership on our terms.  



9. EGBM- it was decided to call an Extraordinary GBM in view of  

a. Madurai withdrawing the Natcon 2020 in favour of New Delhi.  

b. Present status of withdrawal from ASI/membership issues 

c. The IASO PAN card should not be used for MIDCON or NATCON  but use that 

of the local bodies 

 

10 ESSO fellowship. It was decided that we communicate with the ESSO to conduct        

ESSO fellowship preliminary exam in India. Ahmedabad was chosen as the first center to 

host the exam. Dr Dhairyasheel Savant and Dr Sharad Desai will communicate with the ESSO 

leadership and settle this issue. 

11 Issue of payment of dishonoured prize awards. – It was decided that the monetary 

awards would be valid for legal period of 3 months only. In case the award is not accepted 

and utilised by the concerned party, it will revert to be the IASO funds and will not be 

revoked again. It was decided to have prizes of the same value for top 3 awardees in 

paper/poster or video formats. 

12 Association with Commercial magazines and Newspapers – In view of some new 

Commercial Cancer magazines requesting an association with the IASO, this issue was 

discussed. In view of no clarity of the magnum of association, the issue was kept pending 

and Hon Secretary was asked to discuss and get more information from the interested 

parties. 

13. Dr Jayesh Rawal made a presentation regarding the satisfactory progress of Midcon 

2019 at Mt Abu and informed us about the website and the registrations. 

14. The meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks from the Hon Secretary. 

  



Notice for Extraordinary General Body meeting. 

Date – 2nd March 2019, 6.00 pm Saturday. 

Venue – Humming Bird resorts, Mt Abu, Rajasthan 

Dear IASO members, 

Notice is given for convening of an Extraordinary General Body Meetings to discuss the 

following agenda – 

1. Discussion of the minutes of the previous GB meeting in ASICON 2018 

2. Withdrawal of the NATCON IASO 2020 bid of Team Madurai in favour of Team New 

Delhi. 

3. Present status of withdrawal from ASI/membership issues 

4. The IASO PAN card should not be used for MIDCON or NATCON  but use that of the 

local bodies 

5. Update Natcon IASO 2019 – Dr Arnab Gupta 

6. Update ICC 2021 – Dr Dhairyasheel Savant 

7. Any other matter with due permission of the chair. 

  



Membership draft (IASO 2018-19), 

Membership rules : 

All members are expected to abide by the rules of the IASO constitution work with 

integrity and ethical practices, and be committed to uphold the interests of the IASO. 

a. Life Membership: All persons, being surgeons with sufficient interest in cancer 

surgery/practicing cancer surgeons/completed an acceptable training in cancer surgery/ 

pursuing research in Cancer surgery or related subject, are eligible for becoming life 

member. The ECC has the sole right to decide the eligibility in case of a dispute. Members 

could be 

1. Gen surgeons who have an additional Qualification in 

Oncosurgery(MCh, DNB, equivalent foreign degree or a regular 3 year 

program in a cancer Hospital).   or 

2. All surgical disciplines with an additional qualification (MCh, DNB, or a 

regular 3 year program in a cancer Hospital).   or 

3. All surgical disciplines (with 2 recommendation letters stating a) 

Interest in Oncosurgery and b) Integrity from 2 IASO members[who 

have completed 5 years]). The format of the letter is given below. 

4. Any past Associate member from Surgical disciplines who fulfils the 

above criteria will automatically be promoted as a full Member 

without any additional fees. 

b. The life membership fee will be Rs. 5,000/- till Jan 31st 2019, then on it will be Rs 

8500/-(as per EC meeting on Dec28th 2018). All applicants will be submitting their photo Id, 

Recent photo, proof of Qualifications, postal address, mobile number, and email address.  

All membership will be approved before the EC and a certificate will be sent once accepted. 

Any rejected candidates will have their money refunded. 

c. Associate Membership: Those who are under training in cancer surgery or those 

who are interested in surgery but belong to other specialties, such as Medical Oncology, 

Radiation Oncology, Radiology, Pathology, Biochemistry, Basic Sciences and who may not be 

a member of the ASI. Fee for Associate member will be Rs 8500/- 

d. Honorary Member: An Internationally renowned Surgeon who has made an 

outstanding contribution to Surgical Oncology and who has shown keen and consistent 

interest in the development and growth of Surgical Oncology in India can be considered for 

Honorary Membership. Not more than two honorary members will be selected in a year, 

provided that the total number of such member will not exceed one – tenth of the total Full 

life Members at a time. (Approved GBM Ludhiana Sept 2007) 

e. Overseas Member A Surgical Oncologist practicing abroad, who is duly proposed and 

seconded by a ‘Member’ , and after proper scrutiny of the proposal, is recommended by the 

Executive Council and approved by the General Body shall, on payment of the prescribed 



dues, be admitted as an Overseas Member for life.Rights & Privileges: An Overseas Member 

shall be entitled to: 

i. Participate in all activities of the IASO. 

ii. Constitute the Business Meeting/General Body Meeting together with the other 

Members. 

iii. Membership and privileges resulting from the affiliation of the IASO to various 

International bodies. 

iv. However, an Overseas Member shall not be entitled for election to the Executive 

Committee. 

v. Should an Overseas Member decide to settle in India, he on intimating to the IASO 

his intention to become a Life Member, and proof of his having become a resident Indian, 

will be admitted by the General Body to the “Life Membership” of the IASO without any 

further subscription. Fees– The induction fee will be US Dollars 300 for overseas member. 

(Approved GBM Hyderabad 20 Sept 2008) 

 

Privileges of a member 

 . A Life member has right to participate in all activities of the association and and is 

eligible to vote and contest elections as per law. 

i. All other members are eligible to participate in the activity but not permitted to vote 

or contest. 

ii. Together, on request of 1/3 rd of the members, a EGBM can be called for after a 

request to the EC. 

 

 Termination of Membership: 

a) If a member resigns voluntarily or dies. 

b) If a member does not pay any dues to the IASO. Such a member will 

be given a notice and reasonable time duration till a EC committee 

takes a decision to suspend the member. 

c) Any member indulges in any criminal activity in India or abroad, the 

EC suspends the member and recommends for termination. 

d) If the member indulges in any activity, which brings financial, moral, 

electoral, or criminal disrepute to the association or acts against the 

interests of the association.  

e) The Hon secretary should give a memo to the said member on advise 

of the EC or GB. The said member is asked to give a reply to the 

showcause notice within 15 days. If the reply is found satisfactory, 

then the suspension may be revoked. In case of a dispute, the 



grievance committee will be given a period of 3 months to hear the 

member and then submit their findings to the EC. The EC will then 

notify the GB.  

f) All terminations will be finally approved by the GB. 

 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



















Registration Cancellation Policy: 

 

 Cancellation should be made in writing and sent to Conference 
Secretariat. 

 All Cancellation received on or before 01.01.2019 will be entitled for 
50% refund of the registration amount paid. 

 All Cancellation received from 02.01.2019 to 30.05.2019, will be 
entitled for 25% refund of the registration amount paid. 

 No refund for cancellation made after 30.05.2019. 
 The refund process will begin within 30 days after the conference. 

 

 


